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Mt.1:21 à “And she will have a Son, and you are to name Him 
Jesus, for He will save his people from their sins.” 
Mt.1:23 à “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 
give birth to a Son and they will call Him Immanuel, which 
means ‘God is with us’.” (Jes.7:14) 
 
Dear prayer friends, 
 
With those two texts (in a passage that I preached about on Sunday 20 
December) I like to wish you a blessed Christmas. Jesus is our Savior. He 
redeems us from our sins and purifies us. He is our sanctification and in Him 
we can stand before God the Father, pure and holy. Also He is Immanuel, 

God with us. Because He is fully God and fully human, He knows our problems, our questions, our 
struggles, and He is with us. He takes care of us, and surrounds us with His presence. Also in this time 
of covid-19 with the lockdown in The Netherlands,, restrictions that will also be in place with Christmas 
and this will make Christmas a very different one. One thing though never changes. We remember that 
more than 2000 years ago Jesus was born as a little baby in Bethlehem, born of a teenage girl who 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and with as father a young man, who adopted Him as his son and who 
taught Him in the time that he could be with the boy. I pray that He will also be born in your heart to 
be your Savior.  
 
The last months, November and December, have been busy. I am in full swing at work. And that means 
that I am at maternity every Thursday at the antenatal clinics to test the women who come there for 
HIV. Sometimes a woman is positive, and I find it even now still difficult to give that result. A few 
weeks ago a woman started crying. I let her for a while and then prayed for her. She became calmer, 
and I could explain more and refer her to Ayila, who is responsible for the treatment with ARV and 
counseling.  
 
ARU 

 
We have been able to organize a workshop ‘Channels of Hope’ in Aru at the French Bible Institute. 
November 13 Ayila and I went there to prepare the students for the workshop by giving a brief 
introduction and talk about a couple of things. Also some members of the administrative office of 
CECA from Bunia were there and one of them proposed that after the General Assembly of CECA, that 
will take place in February in Dungu (in the north of DR Congo) I will go with them to visit several other 
places. I would love to. I will be able to share a little bit about the workshop. I have not heard more 
yet. The workshop took place from 09-12 December and went well. Our team was strengthened by 



Margaret, who came back from Arua and who took her share. Also here the participants were amazed 
to hear the testimony of a Uganda Anglican Canon who is himself HIV positive.  
 
DECEASED 

After one day of rest on 12 December, I was informed Monday morning that the 
district church president, Aduwe Ita, had died early in the morning. He had been 
sick for a couple of months, had lost a lot of weight, and also suffered with diabetes 
and a high blood pressure. Business men wanted to take him for medical care to 
Kampala but he died on the way. This meant that two really busy days followed. A 
church service Monday afternoon, and the preparations for the reception of a 
delegation from church leaders from Bunia. They have stayed with me and some 
stayed in the house of Matthias and Sabine. They came on Monday evening and 
left after the meal after the funeral on Tuesday.  
 

AND FURTHER  
That Sunday I was asked to preach, and although I had thought about it, I still needed to prepare the 
sermon, and I put a lot of time in that. But I also was interrupted by the testing at the maternity on 
Thursday and that afternoon the birth of three kittens.  
 
Last week I had to dismiss one of my garden workers. I heard the details about what was happening on 
the 14th but because of the passing on of the district president had not done anything about it yet. 
Fortunately the local pastor, one of the elders and the chief of Adi helped me with this.  
 
And now it is Christmas Eve already. Internet is unstable, so I don’t know when you will get this letter. 
The time really flies, and I am surprised it is Christmas already. Through the sermons though that I 
could prepare and preach (29 November and 20 December) I have thought a lot about it, and 
pondered about it in my quiet time. And I can only say with the apostle Paul: “Thank God for this gift 
too wonderful for words!” (2Cor.9:15) 
 
Pray with me for:  

• The family of Aduwe Ita, the church district and the church leaders who are facing big changes.  
• Reverend Langa Koropo, the vice-president of the church district, who was so touched by the 

death of his colleague and friend that he collapsed and had to be hospitalized briefly.  
• CECA’s General Assembly in February and the visit to several other places in the north. May it 

be clear if I can come too. 
• Also Congo knows a lockdown. We have a curfew in place and we don’t know when the 

schools will start again. Pray for the children of Bethsaida.  
• For Matthias and Sabine, in Germany, where the parents of Matthias have passed on, in their 

presence, because of covid-19. 
 
 
Blessed Christmas  
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