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Matthew 1: 23   
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, GOD WITH US).” 

 
Dear prayer partners, 

 
It is not even 9 days and then it is Christmas. Some days it seems still so far away, 
with all the tension here at the moment of unrest and insecurity. Some days, when 
I listen to Christmas Music (as I am doing now) it is really around the corner. 
Christmas, when we think about Jesus, the Eternal God, being born a baby in 
Bethlehem. One of his Names given is Immanuel, God with us. That we may know 
and remember every day of our lives. He is Immanuel, God with us. Forever and 
always. Whatever may happen, in whatever situation we may find ourselves, He is 
Immanuel, God with us.  
 
May He show Himself Immanuel to each one of you, this Christmas and in the year 
2013.  
 
In recent months the DR Congo has been in the news in a negative way. The recent 
take-over of Goma of the rebel group M23 has triggered unrest with looting and 
killing in many towns of Congo in protest of this and other rebel groups and the 
inaction of the government. I arrived in Bunia just after the take-over had 
happened and the protests continued in town for a second day (Wednesday 21 
November).  It was a day I hope never to have to repeat again. However, I have 
indeed experienced that God is Immanuel, God with us. 
 
Last week on Tuesday evening shooting happened in Ingbokolo and four people 
were killed. This unrest also was in protest of the rising insecurity (especially at 
night). I heard about it Wednesday morning and my thoughts straight away went 
to what had happened in Bunia. However, when remembering what happened, I 
knew that the God, who had been with me there, would be with me now. God is 
Immanuel, God with us. 
 
In the AIDS Awareness Program we still work with next to no funds (just a few 
small gifts from friends and family have come in). However, the five animators 
continue to minister to People Living with HIV/AIDS, working with the churches 
and the Support and Action Groups and with the young people. I am grateful for 
their motivation to be involved in spite of the lack of funds. God is Immanuel, God 
with us. 
 



The animators of the AIDS Awareness Program. From left to right: Likambo, Bhayo, Okusaru, 
Ayikoyo, Alio and Awule (who left temporarily).  

 
In Bethsaida Mama Anna takes care now of eight orphans of whom six go to 
school, one is a preschooler and the oldest girl helps Mama Anna to take care of 
the children. We have received money from the protestant church in Zoetermeer 
and also sponsor money from my home church. This means that we have funds 
and we can do more to help and improve their living conditions. God is indeed 
Immanuel, God with us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seven of the children who live in Bethsaida with on the right a friend. 
 



When in Bunia CECA 20 celebrated 100 years of God’s faithfulness in the ministry 
of the church. It was in 1912 that the missionaries of AIM entered Congo and 
established the CECA church. God has been faithful through difficult years and 
through victories. God is Immanuel, God with us. 
 

 
The Sunday service to end all the celebrations took place in the stadium of Bunia 
 
The General Assembly of CECA also took place in November in Bunia. During 
these meetings a new church president and his vicepresident were elected. 
Reverend Kokole Idring’i Jean Pierre was elected for a third mandate as president. 
Reverend Pilo Guna will now be his vice president and assist him in leading CECA 
20 for another four years. God has been with them and He will be with them. God 
is Immanuel, God with us. 
  



 
 

Left: 
Reverend 
Kokole 
Idring’i, 
chosen for a 
third term 
as CECA 
church 
president. 
 
Above: 
Reverend 
Pilo Guna, 
the new vice president. 
 
 
Praise 

1. That God is Immanuel, God with us. 
2. That God is a God who protects his children. 
3. For the celebrations of 100 years of God’s faithfulness. 
4. For the elections that gave Kokole another term as church president with 

Pilo as his vice. 
5. For funds to help Bethsaida. 

 
Prayer 

1. For security to return to the country of Congo. 
2. For wisdom and guidance for Kokole and Pilo and all the other CECA 

leaders. 
3. For the AIDS Awareness Program that we will be able to find the necessary 

funding for 2013, 
4. For the writing of a proposal, work plan and budget for 2013. 

 
 
Merry Christmas 
 
 
 
Annemarie 


